
THE DEBATE OVER 

RATIFICATION 

Anti- Federalists - opposed 

the new Constitution. 

- Included Patrick Henry and 

George Mason 

- Did not want a strong 

federal gov’t, believed 

that the power should lie 

with the state 

governments.  

 
- Demanded a Bill of Rights be 

added to protect individual 

liberties 





Did the Constitution give too much power 

to the federal 

government? Would including a Bill of 

Rights help that? 

Bill of Rights 
– 

a list of rights  

guaranteed under 

the  Constitution 

such as the  

freedoms of 

speech,  

assembly, and 

worship. 
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Ratification – to approve 
something as a law 

• To obtain the necessary votes for ratification, 
Federalists promised to add a Bill of Rights, 
which satisfied a lot of the Anti-Federalists.  





Supporters of the Constitution 
called themselves 

Federalists 
They believed in 

the  ratification of 

the new federal  

Constitution. 

 

Citizens who DID 
NOT support the  

Constitution called 
themselves 

Anti-
Federalist

s! 
They were opposed 

(anti) to the ratification 
(passage) of the new 

federal Constitution. 



A strong 
national 

government is 
needed to save 

the country 
from financial & 

political ruin. 



Federalists v. Anti-Federalists  
Graphic Organizer (use pg. 353 in 

textbook) 

& 
James Madison History Head 

(use pg. 351 in textbook) 



Turn and Talk: 

If only nine of the 

thirteen  states were 

needed to pass the 

new government, why 

was it important that 

ALL states support the 

Constitution? 


