
Native Americans: Northeast 
The longhouses of the Iroquois people were usually around 50 feet 

long, but sometimes reached over 300 feet. It is believed that 

hundreds of saplings (young tree trunks) were used as poles, which 

were sharpened, hardened in fire and driven into the ground.   



Native Americans: Northeast 

Strips of bark were woven between the poles to make an almost 

waterproof siding. The open doors were covered with animal 

hide to keep in the heat and holes in the roof allowed smoke to 

exit. 



Iroquois Nature Connection 

• Like other Indian tribes, 
the Iroquois felt a deep 
connection to nature and 
its plants/animals. 

• When a deer was killed, 
an Iroquois hunter would 
kneel down and speak to 
it. 

– He thanked the deer for 
the food and clothing it 
will provide his people. 



Wampum 

• Wampum were tubular 
beads used to create 
colorful, woven belts. 

• Wampum belts were highly 
valued by the Iroquois. 

• Wampum would be used as: 

– A gift at a wedding 

– A form of comfort if someone 
died 

– A symbol of an important 
event 

https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=oSrWCkvOFa0 (:27 – end) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSrWCkvOFa0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSrWCkvOFa0


Guess the Artifact 
Indians of the Northeast 
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• Iroquois  
(made up of various tribes) 

• Mohawk 

• Mohican 

Guess the Artifact 
This series will focus on artifacts from Native American tribes of the 

Northeast cultural region, such as: 

        Northeast   



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: It’s not a weapon 

Answer: Iroquois peace pipe 
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Iroquois (in 
general) 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: everyday bathroom item 

Answer: wooden hair pick 
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Iroquois (in general) 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: they would have a wooden handle 

Answer: stone axes 
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Iroquois (in general) 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: related to tabacco 

Answer: Iroquois tabacco pipes 
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Iroquois (in general) 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: hungry? 

Answer: Wooden serving ladle 
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Iroquois (in general) 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: big shoes to fill 

Answer: Iroquois snowshoes 
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Iroquois (in general) 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: used to hold things 

Answer: (remains of) a pot 
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Mohawk 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: for hunting or fighting 

Answer: Mohican club 
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Mohican 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: portable 

Answer: baby cradle (real) with baby (fake) 
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Mohican 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: sharp 

Answer: general purpose knife 
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Mohican 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: makes noise 

Answer: baby rattle 
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Guess the Artifact 
Hint: packs a punch 

Answer: Iroquois war club 
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Guess the Artifact 
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Hint: isn’t it obvious? 

Answer: various arrowheads and spearheads 



Guess the Artifact 
Hint: recognize an animal? 

Answer: (snapping) turtle shell rattle 
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https://www.pinterest.com/pin/190558627956523548/


Guess the Artifact 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIs3aiFrTQc  
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Hint: famous Iroquois dwelling 

Answer: Iroquois Longhouse 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIs3aiFrTQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIs3aiFrTQc


Northeastern Indians  
Poster Activity 

• You may work alone or with a partner. 

• You will be creating a mini-poster about the 
Northeastern (Eastern Woodlands) Indians. 

• You will use: the textbook, a short article, and your 
notes to gather data for your poster. 
– Textbook – 8 facts – pages 76-80 

– Article – 5 facts 

– Notes – 3 facts 

• Your poster must have 3 drawings relating to this 
region, be colorful, creative, and have correct 
grammar and spelling. 


