
On July 4, 1776 
Americans sent 
King George III the 
Declaration of 
Independence. 

 
REMEMBER: The 
American 
Revolution began 
BEFORE the 
Declaration of 
Independence was 
even sent to 
England. 
 
War Started: April 
18, 1775 
 
Declaration Sent:  
July 4, 1776 



The Declaration of Independence  
and Influences from the Enlightenment 

The 
Declaration   

of 
Independence 

used ideas 
from the 

Enlightenmen
t (especially 
John Locke) 
to explain 

why 
Americans 

were 
declaring 

independenc
e. 



The Impact of the 
Declaration 

• Once the Declaration of Independence was signed, 
the decision was made: 

 

• WAR WITH ENGLAND 
 

• No matter what, there was no going back now. 

 

• It was also unfortunate that King George III of 
England was also slowly going mad (insane): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63umF2zRBp0 (:00 – 2:53) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63umF2zRBp0


British Infantry Soldiers 



Continental Army 
Infantry Soldiers 



British Strengths 

and Weaknesses 

























Marquis de 

LaFayette 










