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Puritans 

• Pilgrims fled England to 
America for religious 
freedom 

• Mayflower Compact – 
Pilgrims created a new 
government 

• Indians helped the 
Pilgrims during early 
challenges 

• Salem Witch Trials (no 
tolerance) 
 

New England Colonies 





The settlers here made a great 
deal of money fur trapping. 
 
Other economic 
opportunities in New 
England were based around 
the sea: fishing, ship building, 
and whaling. 
 
The soil was rocky and so the 
New England Colonies were 
not known for their farms. 
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MIDDLE COLONIES 

• New York was run by the 
Dutch until the English 
took it over in the late 1600s 

• Named after the Duke of 
York 

• Made a lot of money from 
lumber work (lots of trees 
for wood to build)  

 



MIDDLE COLONIES 

Quakers 

• Settled in Pennsylvania 

• Practiced religious 
tolerance (okay to be 
whatever religion you 
wanted) 

• People of all faith settled 
there in an attempt to 
live a life free from 
persecution 

 



 

- The Middle Colonies was 
sometimes called the “The 
Bread Basket” because they 
grew so many crops for 
making bread. 
 
-The land was lush and 
fertile – very rich soil. 
 
- The wagon was invented in 
Pennsylvania and used for 
trade. 



Mills 

A mill is a machine that 
processes grain 

 

Gristmill: place where 
corn, wheat or rye is 
ground up and turned 
into a powder 



 

This picture of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
is typical of many towns in the Middle 

Colonies. 


